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KINGSTON PHILOSOPHY CAFÉ UPDATE 

February 2010
( “The wood from the trees”, February’s absorbing discussion on free will led by Ken Cottell, didn’t succeed in resolving for once and for all whether free will is real or a helpful illusion or just unhealthy human self-deception. But theologians and  philosophers have been arguing over it for centuries, as Ken reminded us, and, even aided by the insights of 20th century science and psychology, haven’t solved the puzzle yet, so perhaps our failure was excusable. Ken’s well chosen extracts, ranging from Spinoza to Jonathan Glover, and his notes on the topic, can be read on our website. Lively argument continued informally around tables until closing time at 7.30: Was Glover right, that the best we could do was “constrained autonomy”?  Is making choices the same as exercising free will? Is determinism just an excuse for doing bad things? Even though we failed to distinguish the shape of the wood from all those trees, Ken succeeded in stimulating much worthwhile discussion on a topic that has profound implications for the way we think about the human condition.
KPC Thursdays coming up – and a couple of Wednesdays too…
( Wednesday 17 February, Nietzsche, Part 2, Barrie Selwyn, Principal of Kingston Adult Education, on “Nietzsche, A Philosopher for the 21st Century”, 7.00 – 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club at The Grey Horse pub, Richmond Road, Kingston. More on the extraordinary influence of Nietzsche's philosophy and his impact on modern literature, psychoanalysis, continental philosophy and the key figures of existentialism and post-modernism, + a philosophical critique of that influence.  Don’t worry if you missed Part 1 in January – everyone is welcome. See the KPC website for Barrie’s recommended advance reading on Nietzsche, especially the extract from The Genealogy of Morals.
NB, different day of the week, different time and different venue from the usual – this departure for Philosophy Café is a bit of an experiment, and intended to cater for those who can’t manage Thursdays, or who’d prefer a different space or a later time, or who just want more philosophy. We will have the room to ourselves so ambient noise should be less of a problem, and drink and pub food will available. Thank you to Barrie Selwyn for arranging this, and the other extra KPC session on 24 March.
( Thursday 4 March, during Think-in-Kingston, Professor Kate Soper on "Beyond Consumerism?", 6.00pm – 7.25ish in the Rose Culture Café: Thoughts on pleasure, politics and the good life in the age of climate change from Kate Soper, Emeritus Professor of Philosophy in the Institute for the Study of European Transformations at London Metropolitan University and Visiting Professor at the University of Brighton. Professor Soper’s research interests include theory of needs and consumption, environmental philosophy and the aesthetics of nature. Her recent study on “Alternative hedonism and the theory and politics of Consumption” was funded in the ESRC/AHRC 'Cultures of Consumption' programme (see (www.consume.bbk.ac.uk). For more about Kate Soper, her books and her research, see http://www.londonmet.ac.uk/research-units/iset/staff/soper.cfm.
( Wednesday 24 March, during Think-in-Kingston, Kingston Adult Education presents “Diary of a Nobody” with philosopher Filiz Peach and actor Clive Ward, 6.30 – 9.00pm at the Ram Jam Club at The Grey Horse pub, Richmond Road, Kingston. This is another chance to see Filiz and Clive’s unique combination of philosophy and drama, this time exploring the notion of selfhood through extracts from the well-known Edwardian comic novel “Diary of a Nobody”. Watch this space for updates – or just come along and enjoy!  NB again, different day of the week, different time and different venue.
( Thursday 1 April, “Peter Singer, secular saint or utilitarian monster?” 6.00 – 7.25ish in the Rose Culture Café. Philosopher Peter Singer applies utilitarian ethics so rigorously to real life issues such as poverty, infanticide, and animal rights that he has become one of the most (in)famous and polarising of contemporary philosophers. Come along to find out more about Singer’s contribution to philosophy, particularly ethics, and to discuss whether it can ever be right to kill a baby or an aged parent, or to treat yourself to a luxury while there are starving people in the world.
( More Philosophy Café Thursdays for your diary: May 6, for a discussion on the contribution of the Romantics to philosophy, and June 3 and July 15, topics still to be decided.
Keep an eye on Events at www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information and updates, including occasional changes of time, venue or topic. The further ahead, the more likely things are to change!                                                                                                                           
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