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( Thursday November 4, "Has Stephen Hawking finally killed off God?" Thank you to everyone who came along and contributed so thoughtfully and civilly to a discussion that was at least as much on the nature of evidence and proof, and the impossibility of proving a negative (even the non-existence of Santa Claus), as it was on religion and God. Christopher Hitchens (quoted in The Observer on 14/11/10) expresses my opinion on all this much more pithily than I could: "What can be asserted without evidence can be dismissed without evidence." Some of the extracts from Hawking, Stephen Jay Gould, Douglas Adams and others that we discussed are still there on the website, and you might also enjoy this flow chart on science and faith – it made me laugh anyway. Once again Bridges proved a hospitable and acoustically very suitable venue.
( Wednesday November 17, on Kierkegaard.  Filiz Peach braved a sore throat and cough to talk about Danish philosopher Kierkegaard's short unhappy life, his academic rivalries, and his ideas on religion. For Kierkegaard, religion was entirely based on a personal leap of faith, very different from the organised structures and rituals of Christianity; and for him only faith could overcome the angst associated with the choices and responsibilities we all face. This "violently Christian" "father of existentialism" proved a rewarding subject for discussion, his Either/Or was highly recommended, and his far-reaching influence on 20th century philosophers was very evident. Thanks to Filiz and other participants, we came away enlightened – though possibly not in a Kierkegaardian way.
COMING UP

( Thursday December 2, 6.00 – 7.30, A real-life moral dilemma + "What next?", at Bridges café by Kingston riverside (next to the Gazebo pub). We've discussed imaginary moral dilemmas in the past, but this evening's discussion will involve an event that really happened, where we know the outcome. Was the decision made by those involved the right one? If you want to think about this in advance, have a look at http://e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/files/view/philosophy-cafe-briefings/thought-experiments/The_Afghan_goatherds_1.doc. Alongside this (or instead, if you prefer) is your annual opportunity to shape next year's programme and/or even volunteer to lead a session - you don’t have to know all the answers to lead a discussion, just some good questions to get people thinking and talking. Ideas from previous 'What next?' sessions can be found on the website at http://www.e-voice.org.uk/kingstonphilosophycafe/some-possible-topics/. Post-it notes will be provided.
( Wednesday December 15, 7.00 – 9.00pm: Barrie Selwyn says "Come back, Karl Marx, all is forgiven" at the Ram Jam Club, Grey Horse pub, Richmond Road.
AND IN 2011
( Thursday Feb 3 at Bridges, Mark Vernon on "The Good Life" Mark spoke to Kingston Philosophy Café in our first year, and has just published The Good Life (Hodder) and a Good Life Quiz at www.thegoodlifequiz.com. The quiz and book question some popular self-help messages and recommend the wisdom of the old thinkers as a supplement to the empirical findings of the new psychologists. With New Year behind us and spring just around the corner, perhaps this will be a good time to enquire whether some of the great philosophers can help us lead better lives. 
( Thursday March 3 at Bridges, Peter Cave asks "Why save the whale?" or "Ecology movements: altruism, selfishness or simple conceit?" (our slightly sceptical contribution to Kingston's "Paint The Town Green" festival of all things environmental). A range of ecology movements – from light to deep green – seek to save species from extinction, have regard for future human generations and protect planet Earth. "Britain’s wittiest philosopher” asks what values are really in play here. Individual tigers, whales and polar bears can suffer; but can a species? Looking after the interests of existing people makes sense, but does looking after the interests of people five generations down the line? Can a planet be respected?  
See Events at www.kingstonphilosophycafe.org.uk for more information and updates, including additional events and occasional unavoidable changes of time, venue or topic.                
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