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Key note address:

‘We are all responsible for creating a legacy of Hope'- Kay
Andrews,.

Firstly thank you to the Mayor and the Inter faith group here in Kingston for inviting me
to provide reflection on Holocaust Memorial Day. | come from the somewhat unusual
position of working in Holocaust education full time and so | hope you will bear with me
as | use this afternoon to consider the challenges we all face in learning about the
Holocaust as well as what the ‘legacy of hope" maybe.

HMD raises many questions for me— how does a national HMD improve our
understanding of the events of the Holocaust? How do we reflect the legacy of the
Holocaust in our everyday lives? How can we move away from the hollow phrases of
‘never again’ when genocide still happens?

Should we also consider what we mean by "Holocaust Memorial Day'? After all the term
Holocaust specifically refers to the attempted annihilation of every Jew, whilst others
suffered persecution and genocide. But then perhaps renaming it: ‘Holocaust and
others who were persecuted and marked for genocide under the Nazi Regime -
Memorial Day"is neither snappy nor easy to remember, so maybe the short hand is
better. Of course in making such distinctions about Nazi policy I should be clear that |
am not creating a hierarchy of suffering, quite simply: a child who is murdered, is a
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murdered child regardless of whether they were killed for being Jewish or Polish or
Roma or disabled.

HMD is a combination of education, history, memory, and contemporary issues, all
wrapped up together - and perhaps we can only truly have a legacy of hope when we
unravel the different strands?

So that is my slightly thought provoking introduction, which | hope has begun to raise
questions in your mind — because after all if we can't be reflective on a day like today,
then when can we be?!

Education and academic research are at the forefront of understanding of the Holocaust.
Here in England (this doesn’t apply to Scotland, Wales or NI) the Holocaust has been a
mandatory part of the secondary History National Curriculum since 1991. We have a
whole generation of English school children who have learnt something of the
Holocaust.

We know that many others choose to teach about the Holocaust — notably through
Religious Education and English.

| can makes these claims with absolute certainty as in September the first national piece
of published into Holocaust education was released, (by the team that | am part of at
the Institute of Education).

The survey demonstrates a huge amount of commitment from teachers — to begin with
over 2100 answered the survey online, giving their time and comment freely, 68 were
interviewed face to face.
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85% agreed that it is important the Holocaust is on the national curriculum, and 95%
felt it was important that it should always be taught about. Without a doubt it is good
to know that the professionals recognize the importance of teaching about this
paradigmatic genocide and this provides us with hope.

The fact is the Holocaust is on the curriculum, it is here to stay, but more of a challenge
and hope, on my part, is that we are able to equip our teachers with the tools they
need to deliver effective lessons relating to the Holocaust.

Teaching about the Holocaust is complex. To understand the Holocaust, we need our
students to realize the complexity of history — the big picture, whilst at the same time
understanding the individual stories of people — as Prof Yehuda Bauer puts it (far more
succinctly than me) it is about text and context. For instance we need out students to
spend more time understanding Jewish people and their lives and communities before
World War Il, so they are able to reflect on the empty space that has been left behind.

History is complex and none of this can be achieved in a single day, it takes a skilled
teacher to create a learning environment where our young people feel empowered and

engaged |
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