PLASTIC BAGS TODAY, THEN PLASTIC BOTTLES, PLASTIC PACKAGING…
"Tap water isn't just better for the environment, it's better for your wallet – 
you can refill your drink bottle 1,350 times for the average cost of a bottle of spring water." 

Bottling water causes unnecessary use of plastics and fuel for transport 

and requires 2,000 times the energy required to produce tap water.

"What is Evian spelled backwards? Naive."
WHAT’S THE PROBLEM WITH PLASTIC?
It isn’t just plastic bags, of course. If UK councils are to meet their target of zero waste, something has to be done about all the plastic packaging that now fills our landfill bins. Either it must be recycled (few councils, and Kingston is not among them, currently collect the plastic punnets that supermarkets package fruit in), or be replaced (with cardboard tray or paper bags) or be reusable (sturdy plastic trays and boxes that can be washed and returned to stores and supermarkets). And more people have to reduce their use of plastics and recycle the plastics that can be recycled, such as plastic bottles.
Meanwhile…

In “The world's rubbish dump: a tip that stretches from Hawaii to Japan”, scientists described a "plastic soup" of waste floating in the Pacific Ocean which is growing at an alarming rate and now covers an area twice the size of the continental United States.  

Read the full February 2009 story at http://www.independent.co.uk/environment/green-living/the-worlds-rubbish-dump-a-tip-that-stretches-from-hawaii-to-japan-778016.html and see also http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Great_Pacific_Garbage_Patch.
“Why plastic is the scourge of sea life”: in February 2008 Dutch scientists revealed findings that more than nine out of 10 European fulmars – seabirds that eat at sea – die with plastic rubbish in their stomachs. A study of 560 fulmars from eight countries revealed they had ingested an average of 44 plastic items. The stomach of one fulmar that died in Belgium contained 1,603 separate scraps of plastic.

Read the full story at http://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/steve-connor-why-plastic-is-the-scourge-of-sea-life-778017.html
Read more at http://www.mcsuk.org/downloads/silentseas/Pollution.pdf 

Watch a trailer and /or download the Rebecca Hoskins film Message in the Waves at http://www.messageinthewaves.com or see an extract at http://www.plasticbagfree.com/facts.php
Watch a Marine Conservation Society video: the plastic problem and how you can help at http://www.mcsuk.org/tv/channel/the%20plastic%20problem%20and%20how%20you%20can%20help

See also photos of the stomach contents of albatross chicks on Midway Atoll, in the North Pacific, at http://www.chrisjordan.com/current_set2.php?id=11. On this diet of plastic rubbish, every year tens of thousands of albatross chicks die on Midway from starvation, toxicity, and choking. 

And it’s probably not that good for us either: a new ocean threat from plastics was highlighted in August 2009. Scientists identified a new source of chemical pollution released by the huge amounts of plastic rubbish found floating in the oceans of the world. A study found that as plastics break down in the sea they release potentially toxic substances not found in nature and which could affect the growth and development of marine organisms… when plastics decompose in the ocean they release a range of chemicals, such as bisphenol A and substances known as polystyrene-based (PS) oligomers, which are not found naturally. Bisphenol A has been implicated in disrupting the hormonal system of animals.  
Read the full story at http://www.independent.co.uk/news/science/scientists-uncover-new-ocean-threat-from-plastics-1774337.html
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/8210725.stm  
SIGNS OF SANITY

Australian town bans bottled water: in July 2009, Bundanoon, a rural town in New South Wales, voted to ban the sale of commercially-bottled water over concerns about its environmental impact: the carbon footprint from bottling and transporting it. It may be the first community in the world to have such a ban. NSW Premier Nathan Rees also announced a ban on state departments and agencies buying bottled water: "Tap water isn't just better for the environment, it's better for your wallet - you can refill your drink bottle 1,350 times for the average cost of a bottle of spring water," he said. And in September 2009 plastic bottles were removed from shelves in Bundanoon shops as the ban came into force.
Read more at
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-pacific/8141569.stm
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/australasia/australian-town-bans-bottled-water-1738287.html
http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/australasia/h2whoa-australian-town-votes-to-ban-sales-of-bottled-water-1741931.html 

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/australasia/the-australian-town-that-kicked-the-bottle-1794273.html 

http://www.independent.co.uk/search/index.jsp
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/news/2009/07/090721_bottled_water_et_sl.shtml  

Leeds Council cuts down on bottled water
In March 2009 Leeds City Council claimed it was saving more than £30,000 by cutting bottled water dispensers from many of its offices and using tap water for drinking instead. 

Read the full story at http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/england/west_yorkshire/7925737.stm 

…and London begins to act
London’s first water stations, which will fill bottles of up to 500ml with chilled water for a 20p charge, will be set up in October 2009. Hyde Park's first drinking fountain in 30 years was installed in September.

See http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2009/oct/04/london-drinking-fountains-water-industry 
