When I look back on my life I'm reminded of
one of my favourite parables told by Jesus,
the Parable of the Prodigal Son. The story,
in Luke 15:11-32, recounts how afather’s son,
wishing to be independent, departs with

his share of the family wealth to spend as

he pleases in wild living. Jesus portrays the
father as never giving up hope that one day
his son will return and he waits eagerly for
that day.

The son eventually falls on desperate times,
his friends vanish when his money runs
out. He begins to reflect on his position
and how low he has got and decides that
enough is enough. Will his father accept him back?
We read that his father accepts him home with
open arms and his son is transformed from a

state of destitution to complete restoration.

The forgiving father, whose character remains
constant throughout the story is a picture of God,

For ten years, I'd been living it up, on a bender, just like the
Prodigal Son; frequenting raves in warehouses, clubbing at
night. Things came to a head at one rave in Bristol. It was
dark, sweaty and condensation was dripping from the ceiling,
people were collapsing on the floor around me...and it came
to me, ‘This is bad enough, even for me.. .I've had enough...|
want to get out of this.’

I went outside, it was early morning in the summer, 5am, and
it was just getting light. | went and sat on a bench on my own
and thought, ‘God, you've got to do something about this,
please put my life back on track, make yourself real to me,
please help me. The prodigal had turned back and I felt God
was still there, | could come back. God turned my life around,
he welcomed me back, piecing my life together and helping
me make sense of my life.

Now [ help out at Gloucester City Mission, to try and help
those who are in the same boat as | was. Jesus Christ is that
friend who you can always turn to no matter what situation
You are in. Sometimes the pressures of life are too hard, too
much to bear and we need 3 friend to help us; | can fully
recommend him,

Dennis

Thank You!

We would like to take this opportunity to say a big tT_anl;
you for your support, for all of the anonymous donihlon
that we have received throughout the year an'd for eh
continual support of our printers, Inky Little Fingers, who
enable us to produce this newsletter. GCM would be ;
unable to continue its work without your thoughts, praye

and support. May God bless you.

Yours in Christ,
Dave Kinghorn and the GCM Team
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Christmas at Glouceste

This was our first Christmas in our
it proved to be areally fruitful time as weé welc

many people through our doors.

We held our Christmas service
welcoming back the founder of Gloucester City

Mission, Mike Curtis, W
message and the Glebe Chapel Sin

Christmas Carols.

A massive thanks to ‘The Guru’ Restaurant wh
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we fed over 70 people and this year we
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Survive the Night

saturday 6th May (all night) It's
our next'survive the Night' event.
Following on from last years succes
night outside the Cathedral we will
pe rallying support, raising awareness
about homelessness and fundraising

for the work of the mission.
If you want to be involved

please contact the office
for more details.
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